100                     RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Bra. "Well, she's an undutiful, disrespectful creature to me; I ha'n't been an unkind father to her; but I'll let her know herself my own way.
S'ist. You'll consider of that, brother, when your passion is over.
Bro. Not I; I am no more in a passion now, than I was before.
Sist. That may well be indeed; because you were then in such a passion, it seems, as disordered all your family: is passion a proper weapon to manage children with, brother ?
Bro. It is impossible for any man to be thus treated by his children, and not be in a passion ; ingratitude is a thing no man can bear with patience.
Sist. But who shall be judge between you, brother? For it is possible you may be in the wrong as well as your children; and take this with you for a rule in all such breaches, that generally those that are in the greatest passion, are most in the wrong.
Bro. No, no ; I am sure I am not in the wrong.
Sist. That's making yourself judge, brother; I think you should let some judicious, sober, impartial person hear your child, since you won't hear her yourself.
Bro. What, do you think I'll have arbitrators between me and my children ?
S-ist. I hope you will act the father with them, then, and not the madman, as (I must be plain with you) I think you do now.
Bro. Yes, yes, I'll act the father with them, while they act the part of children with me, but no longer.
Sist. If God should deal so by us all, what would become of us ? Think of that, brother,